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should be considered by a select commit-
tee, who should also have before them
these elaborate regulations, which are
really of greater importance even than
the Act itself. .

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the consideration of the
bill in committee be made an Order
of the Day for the following Mon-
day.

%1&. De HAMEL moved, as an amend-
ment, that the bill be referred to a select
committee,

Mgr. QUINLAN seconded the amend-
ment.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The Government have no objection—
we could have no objection—if the House
really wishes it, to have this bill re-
ferred to a select committee, because
it certainly is an importapt bill. But at
the same time, after listening cavefully to
what the hon. member had to say, it ap-
pears to me he raised no objections to the
bill that cannot be easily dealt with in
Committee of the whole House. I donot
think it is very likely that any great
alteration will be made in this bill, for it
does not deal with a very easy subject, or
a subject in which many members of
this House have had much experience;
and I think the chances are that we shall
find that the experience of other colonies,
together with the experience which mem-
bers of the Government have had, will at
any rate be sufficient for the general
principles of the bill. I myself do not
see any necessity for a select committee
on this bill; it has been carefully framed ;
it is in accord with the legislation of the
other colonies on this subject, and I
believe it will be found thoroughly appli-
cable to this colony. I think it will be
seen that there is nothing in the bill that
cannot be dealt with by the House in
committee of the whole quite as effici-
ently as by a select committee, for I do
not believe that either a select committee
or a committee of the whole House will
make any alteration in the bill in any
material particular. Having said this
much, I may add that the Government
have no objection whatever to the bill
going to a select committee, if the
f]E[ouae desires it; but I see no necessity
or it,
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The House divided on the wotion to
refer the bill to a select committee, the
numbers being—

Ayes . 4
Noes . 9
Majority against 5
Aves, Noks.
Mr. Canning Hou. S. Burt
Mr. %ninlan Hon. H. W. Venn
Mr. len My, Baker
Mr, De al (Teller). Mry. Cookworthy
Mr. Darlot
Mr. Pearse
My, Randell
Mr. Symon

Hon. Sir J. Forrest
(Taller).
The committal of the bill was then
fixed for the following Monday.

ADJOUBNMENT.
The House adjourned at 3-50 p.m.

Legislative Bssembly,
Monday, 14th December, 1891

New member-—Qolden Gate Gold Mineé Jumping case—
History of Western Australin—Eparks from Loco-
motives—Post and Telegraph Office, North Fre.
mantle—[mprovements fo Derby Whart and Trom.
winy—8ecurities of Asgurance Com og—* Truck "
System ; Provention of—''Rickets” in Chttle—
Droughi: in the North: t:1;"11‘;33‘)&:«! Remisgion of Rent
—=Purchage of Agrieul Land in SBouth-West
Division—Assault wpon Purdell Khan—Guame Bill :
first rea.ding—BoytmugM'mninup Bridge Railway
Bill: firat resding — oymu&Busselton Railwa;
Bill : first rending—Northam-Southern Cross R.n.d‘ .
wny Bill: first reading—Sharks Bany Penrl-ghell
Fishery Bill: first ing—Bettled Estates Bill:
first reading—Bills of Sale Act Amendment Bill:
first rending—Public Officials Bill: first reading—
QGenernl Loan and Inscribed Stock Biil; first repd.
ing—Bankruptey Bill: first reading-—Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at
7:30 o’clock p.m.

PRATERS.

NEW MEMBER.

Tre SPEAKER anvounced that on
the 3rd of November last he had issued a
writ for the election of a member to serve
for the electoral district of Geraldton, in
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the place of Mr, Edward Keane, resigned;
and that by the return thereto it ap-
peared that Mr. George Thomas Simpson,
of Perth, had been duly elected in pursu-
ance of the said writ.

Mr. Simpson was then introduced, and
took and subscribed the oath, and signed
the Members’ Roll.

GOLDEN GATE GOLD-MINING COM-
PANY JUMPING CASE.

Mz. CLARKSON : I have to ask the
Commissioner of Crown Lands, Whether
he will lay upon the table all papers
relating to the Golden Gate Gold-mining
Compa.ny jumping case.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) laid the
papers on the table.

HISTORY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have to ask
the Premier, Whether, in the interests
of historical literature, the Government
would be willing to place a small sum on
the Estimates for the purpose of obtain-
ing a written history of the colony of
‘Western Australia from its earliest days,
such sum to provide for the issue of a
safficient number of volumes for sale ; and
further, to appoint a committes of gentle-
men who would undertake to collect and
arrange material required for such work,
and engage the necessary literary talent
for writing such history.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) :
The Government regret that they are
unable to place a sum upon the Estimates
for this purpose.

SPARKS FROM LOCOMOTIVES.

Me. TRAYLEN: I beg to ask the
Commissioner of Railways, What steps
the Government propose to take for the
protection of crops, grass, and other
property against damage by fire arising
from sparks from locomotives, and what
redress is proposed to be given for
damage so caused P

Tex COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) : The Gov-
ernment have always taken such pre-
cautions as are usual and possible to
})revent fires or damage being cansed by
ocomotives, and such being the case the
Government are advised that they are
not liable for damage so caused.
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POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICE,
NORTH FREMANTLE.

Mz. PEARSE: I have to ask the
Hon. the Director of Public Works,
‘Whether it is his intention to make pro-
vision on the Estimates for 1892 for the
erection of a Post and Telegraph Office
at North Fremantle ?

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

"WORKS (Hon. H. W. Venn) : The Gov-

ernment hope to be able to place a sum
of money upon the Estimates for this
purpose.

IMPROVEMENTS TO DERBY WHARF
AND TRAMWAY.

Mr. A. FORREST: I be to ask,
‘When it is probable that the G-overnment.
will make the necessary improvements
to the Wharf and Tramway at Derby, the
same being absolutely necessary, in view
of the large shipments of cattle during
the winter months,—the money for above
works being provided out of Loan Bsti-
mates ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest):
The Glovernment have the maiter under
consideration, and hope to be able to
make the necessary improvements.

SECURITIES OF ASSURANCE
COMPANIES.

Mz. QUINLAN: I beg to ask the
Hon. the Treasurer, Whether the Gov.-
ernment are eatisfied that the various
Assurance Companies doing business in
Western Austmﬁm have complied with the
provisions of section 4 of “The Life
Assurance Companies Act, 1889 ;" which
section provides that every Compa.n
which carries on business within t.he
Colony shall deposit with the Colonial
Treasurer securities to the valne of Ten
thousand pounds ?

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
Yes.

“TRUCK"” SYSTEM : PREVENTION OF.

Mr. TRAYLEN: I have to ask whe-
ther it is the intention of the Govern-
ment 10 legislate for the prevention of
the “{ruck” system of payment by con-
tractors ¥

Tee PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) :
No. All Government contracts prohibit
the “ truck ” system.
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“RICKETS"” AMONG CATTLE.

Mz. COOEWORTHY : I have to ask
whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernmentto take any action in the matter
of the disease among cattle known as
* Rickets,” and whether they intend to
act on the recommendation of the Com-
mission recently appointed to inquire into
the matter ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :

The (overnment intend to submit the
Report of the Commission to the Agri-
cultural Colleges in England, and to
endeavor to obtain an opinion in the
matter.

DROUGHT IN THE NORTH : PROPOSED
REMISSION OF RENTS.

Mz, A. FORREST: I have to move,
“That in view of the heavy losses by
gettlers in the Gascoyne, North-West,
and Kimberley Divisions, the Annwal
Rents payable in advance on 1st March,
1892, be remitted.” T feel sure, sir,
that I shall have the sympathy of not
only both sides of this House, but also of
the Government on this matter. We
are all aware that at the present time the
drought is raging at the North, and from
all appearances it is likely to continue,
Hon. members must be aware that the
squatters in the Northern part of this
colony are men who, in the majority of
cases, live upon their stations. The whole
of their assets are there, and their income
depends upon the wool that comes from
the sheep’s back, and the fat sheep which
they sell. At the present time the sheep
have been shorn, but the wool is lying at
the stations, the owners being unable to
get it to market on account of the im-
passable pature of the roads through
want of rain. It is also impossible for
them to send fat sheep down for the very
simple reason that they have none to
send. I am not a man to croalk, or look
too gloomily ahead ; but, sir, the position
is now such that we must do something
to help these settlers. The practical way
of affording aid is that which I have
suggested in the motion. A very similar
thing was done under a former comstitu-
tion. When the farmers at the Green-
ough and Dongarra lost their crops, the
Government for the time being not
only remitted the rents, but also sup-
plied seed wheat for the next season out
of the public funds. I shall not ask
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the Government to provide sheep, but
I do ask that the rents due in March,
1892, should be remitted, or, if that
cannot be done, I ask the Government
ta postpone the payment of them until
the settlers are able to get their pro-
duce to market. I am, perhaps, better
able than anyone else to judge of the
condition of these settlers, and unless
some assistance is given them, they will
be placed in a very awkward position
when their rents fall due. Those who
have their stations unencumbered wmay
be able to tide over, but those who are
not so fortunate, and who have been
struggling along for years, will be cir-
cumstanced very differently. I feel sure
that if any calamity overtakes any sec-
tion of the community this House will
always be willing to do the utmost it can
to afford relief, and, therefore, I confi-
dently submit this motion to the House.

MER. Lotox: Would the hon. member
substitute the word * division " for * dis-
triet ” P

Mz, A. FORREST: Certainly.

Mr. LoTon: And omit the word
“ Murchison”? This will bring it with-
in the terms of the Land Regulations.

Mr. A. FORREST: I have no objec-
tion to that.

Mr. THROSSELL: I will second the
motion, so that the matter may be de-
bated; but I may point out that there
are 50 many members of this House
interested in this district that the propo-
sition of the hon. member becomes a very
delicate one to deal with. I think, how-
ever, looking at the amount required to
afford the relief suggested, we should
pausze before committing ourselves. We
must also bear in mind that before we
should be called upon to remit any rent,
some petition asking for it should be
presented to the House. To ask the
Government to set aside from their
revenue, which they rely on, a sum of
from £10,000 to £50,000 is not a reason-
able request to make, although at the
same time I must say that I think the
hon. member for Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest) deserves the thanks of the
House for bringing this matter under
our notice.

Me. PARKER: Like the hon. mem.
ber for West Kimberley, I am in entire
sympathy with the squatters at the
North. I very much regret the losses
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they have sustained in their stock, and
that the present lamentable state of
things exists among them. Still, sir,
while we symmpathise with them, it is our
duty to look at the matter, not as one of
sympathy, but from the point of view of
what is rightand just. Do notlet us, by
remitting the rentsin the presentinstance,
establish a precedent which will act in-
juriously in the future, and compel us to
grant to others who are not so deserving
as these squatters similar concessions.
We must also bear in mind that owr
Land Regulations are of the most liberal
character. I have heard from gentlemen
who have visited this colony, and who
themselves are engaged in pastoral pur-
suits, that in no other colony are the
Yand Regulations so liberal. Not only
are they liberal in the way of rent, but
the tenure is a long one, and at the end
of it every lessoe is entitled to be re-
couped for every chain of fencing he has
erected. He may, therefore, spend thou-
sands of pounds on the land for his own
benefit, and at the expiration of his term,
if the Government does not re-let him the
land, the country is called upon to pay
thousands of pounds for improvements.
I believe that in no other colony does
the same thing prevail,

Tee CoMMIssIONER OF OrowN Lawps
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): The land is
better.

Me. PARKER : I have not had the
pleasure of visiting the Kimberley Dis-
trict, but I have been told that the land
there is as well suited to squatting pur-
poses as any in Australia,

M=r. A. Forrzsr: They have had no
rain for eighteen months there.

Mr. PARKER: And I very much
regret it ; but the question is, Are we pre-
pared to make these squatters a grant of
£40,000 or £50,000 ocut of the revenue ?
‘We must remember, too, that this has
been an exceptional season ; and we know
that these gentlemen have all done very
well in the past. During the last 15
years they have lost nothing, and they
have, during that time, occupied the land
at & low rental, and therefore I think it
would be unwise to grant a remission of
the remt at the presemt time. And
especially as so many hon. members of
this House are engaged in pastoral pur-
guits it would have been better had the
matter not been brought before us
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except by memorial; but I do not even
congider that this course would be
warrapted. It would be better for the
squatters to pay their rents, and to bear
the losses they have sustained. It does
not look well to see men who are occupy-
ing some of the richest land in Australia
coming to the Legislature and saying
give us £40,000 or £50,000, for that is
really what it amounts to, Under a
past and paternal form of Government,
I believe the farmers were on one oc-
casion assisted by the loan of money on
the security of their properties.

Me. A. Forrest: And they did not
pay it back,

Me. PAREER: That was the fault
of the Grovernment. In some cases also
the rents of the special océupation
licenses were remitted; but I caonot
help thinking that the cases of the small
farmers and agriculturists are diffexent
from those of the squatter. The small
man we desire toretain on the soil; and
if any disaster oceurs which may tend to
drive him off, it may be that the State
does right to step in and give him assist-
ance; but we cannot apply the same
principle to the squatter. I am in entire
sympathy with those at the North who
have suffered by this drought; but at the
same time I think it would be unwise for
the Government to put its hand into the
Treasury and give away £40,000 or
£50,000.

Mr. A. Fomeesr:
wrong.

Me. PARKER: I do not know what
the amount 1is, nor does it matter, because
we are discussing the principle. I would
also ask hon. members to bear in mind
that this House has been elected on &
£10 franchise. The whole of the popu-
lation of the colony is not represented
here, and do not let us have those people
who are not represented saying, “ Look
at that squatter Houge voting this money
to themselves! It never conld have oc-
curred if we had had a vote.”

Me. RICHARDSON: The speech of
the hon. member shows how uwnwise it is
to talk of things we know nothing about.
I do not myself rise to support the motion
of the hon. member, forI cannot say that
I am in full accord with it; nor do I
think any assistance which is given should
be granted in the form proposed. I can
see that the Government may be placed

That amount is



72 Drought “a the Norih :

in a great difficulty by being called upon
to remit so large an amount out of the
revenue, which the country has to rely
on. At the same time I think the
squatters are entitled to something nore
than mere empty sympathy. People seem
to think that directly a fall of rain occurs
there is an end to all the trouble ; but let
me say that if the drought were to break
up at this present moment one-half, or at
any rate one-third, of the squatters would
never regain the position they previously
occupied. Many of these men have been
laboring for years under great difficulties;
and although the hon. member for York
may think that up to now they never had
any difficulties——

Mgr. Pareer: I did not say so,

Mz. RICHARDSON: You said words
amounting to that.

Mr. PaRgER: No!

Mr. RICHARDSON: For three or
four . years they have had to contend
against drought, but not of such intensity
as the present one, which has been 2
drought such as has never before occurred
in the country during the 25 or 26 years
it has been settled. The losses this year
can never be recovered, and what makes
matters still worse is that the squatters
cannot go to market, as they can else.
where, and buy more sheep. They are
all in the same position—all wanting
sheep. It will, therefore, take years
before they can stock their runs again,
and they have now to begin over again
the fight they commenced 25 years ago.
The plan I suggested, I think, would
have been the better one as a means of
showing them some practical sympathy,
namely, to allow the amount of the rents
to remain stationary for the remainder of
the term of leases. Experience has
taught us that the present rents are
quite heavy enough, and if this sugges-
tion were adopted, besides, perhaps, now
giving them six months further time in
which to pay, it would be rendering more
than that empty sympathy which we
have heard so much about. I cannot,
however, support the motion as it stands.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
I do not think, sir, that this debate will
do any good ; in fact I bLelieve it will do a
considerable amount of harm. It will
not do any good to the squatters to ad-
vertise that they are in such straits, and
it will certainly do no good to the colony.
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Besides, if the motion is at all desirable
the time to move it will be at the end of
the session, when we are in a position to
kuow more about the affairs at the North
than we do at the present time. In ad-
dition to this, the matter is not one with-
out some difficulty; for to remit these
rents creates s precedent, which will bind
usin the future. We all know that these
pioneers at the North have a very hard
time of it while they live there, and, as
a general rule, it means ruin to their
health ; but they put up with it in order
that they may meake a competence quickly.
If they succeed iu their efforts no one, I
am sure, begrudges it to them ; but they
must take the bad with the goed. We
know that this season is an exceptionally
bad one, and that squatters have had
many difficulties to contend against; but
at the same time we know that some of
them have for many years had good
seasons, and who do not now, on account
of one bad season, desire any assistance.
I believe there are plenty of them who
would not be in accord with this motion.
As far as I know, no representation has
been made on their behalf for any con-
cession, and I hope those who are now
acting for them have good authority for
the action they are taking. I would at
any rate ask the hon. member to post-
pone his motion, even if he will not con-
gent to withdraw it. I would also point
out that most hon. members of this
House are more or legs interested in these
stations at the North, and I do not kmow
that it would be competent for them to
vote upon the motion. For my own part
I should not be able to vote upon it, even
if it were put to the House.

Mr. CANNING: After the remarks
of the hon. member for York, and also
after what has fallen from the Premier,
it is not necessary that I should detain
the House at any length. I would like
to point out, however, that if the motion
of the hon. member for West EKimberley
be agreed to, it will cut off a considerable
portion of the revemune, which at the
present time would not be a good thing;
and 1w the next place I would point
out that we are being asked to vote
on a matter many members of this House
are intereated in. I must admit that T
fully appreciate the difficulties the squat-
ters in the North have to encounter, and
no one has more sympathy than I have
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with them. As far as I am concerned I
should not feel justified, whatever deci-
sion may be arrived at, in voting in favor
of the motion af any rate ; and I certainly
do not think we should grant any con-
cession to any person unless application
is made for it, and then only under
special circumstances. I would remind
hon. members that the position of all
pastoral lessees is not the same. Some
reside, for instance, near the sea and
congequently are in a better position than
those whose stations are some 200 or 300
miles inland. I think that if anything is
to be done, the Government might fairly
consider the advisability of entertaining
any applications that are’ made to them
for a postponement of the payment of
rents due on the lst March next; but I
qilxite agree that to remit the whole of
the rent cannot be entertained by this
House.

Mg. A. FORREST: As it seems to be
the wish of many hon, members that I
should withdraw the motion, I will do
so; and one of the reasons given by the
Premier—namely, that most hon. mem-
bers are interested in the question—is
perhaps the best that can be given for
the course I now propose to adopt.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

PROPOSED PURCHASE BY THE GO-
VERNMENT OF AGRICULTURAL
LAND IN SOUTH-WEST DIVISION.

Me. RICHARDSON : My. Speaker, I
have to move the following resclution
standing in my name :—“ That this As-

" gembly, in view of the largely-increasing

demand for agricultural land convenient

to railways by bond fide settlers and agri-
culturists, but who have not the means
to purchase in very large blocks, con-
siders that it would be wise policy on the
part of the Gtoveromen$ if they could
(acting through a businesz agent) ar-
range for the purchase of several of the
large blocks of agricultural land known
to be for sale in the South.-West Division
of the Colony, with the intention of cut-
ting up in sections and selling to bond

JSide agriculturists, under the same con-

ditions as to improvements and cultiva-

tion as other Crown lands in the South-

West Division.” I would like, sir, to

impress on the House that this is a ver,

important matter in the interests of agn-
cultural settlement, which we are all
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anxious to increase. I was stiuck, when
travelling with the Agriculbural Commis.
sion, with the wvast contrast there was
between one distriet and another in the
matter of improvements and cultivation,
and .on inquiry I found that the reason
of this was the many large blocks of land,
ranging up to 20,000 acres each, which
were owned in some districts by absentee
proprietors, or by men who had not the
capital to develop their holdings. We
also found that many of the blocks were
bord fide sold, but the reason why they
did not change bhands was that the
owners wished to sell in one block, while
the agriculturist was not in a position to
treat forit. The small settler may be will-
ing to buy 500 or 1,000 acres, but he can-
not go in for anything larger. It is only
reasonable that the large holder shonld
not care to cut up his large block, because
if he did so it would only mean having the
eyes picked out of it. The only solution
of the difficulty, therefore, is for the State
to step in, purchase this land, and cut it
up into smaller blocks, which could then
be thrown open for selection. I would
point out that the motion dees not fix the
price. If this course were adopted, I
teel sure a very great amount of settle-
ment would take place. Taking the
statistics of the other colonies I find that
about two acres to each inhabitant is
under cultivation, and hon, members may,
therefore, be able to form some opinion
as to the result of getting a further
20,000 acres under cultivation in this
colony. Viectoria has about 2,000,000
acres under cultivation, and she has about
1,000,000 inhabitants ; and this would
mean ah increase, taking the same ratio,
to the population of this colony, of about
10,000. T hope, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment will not put any techmical ob-
jection in the way. It may be asked
where the money is to come from ; but as
we have a considerable balance in the
chest, I think it could be found.

Me. A. FORREST: In rising to second
this motion, I may say that I think the
time is now ripe for the Government to
purchase the large freehold estates that
come into the market. In 1875, when I
visited the Eastern Districts, I was struck
with the large amount of good land that
was lying idle, and I do not think that
this state of affairs has been altered up
to the present time.
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Tae Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
There is much more land fenced.

Mr. A. FORREST: That may be;
but I am spenking of the large estates
along the valley of the Avon, which I
consider the best land in the colony. I
have suggested the Government purchas-
ing these unused lands during the past
20 years, whenever they have been open
for sale under 20s. an acre, and cutiing
them up into 500-acre blocks. Unless this
be done I am sure the land will remain in
its native state for many years to come,
and therefore I hope the Government
will take the motion into their consider-
ation, for I am sure the Premier agrees
with it. The giving away of this land
in the early days has done a very great
amount of harm to the colony. If it had
not been o thrown away, I feel sure the
colony would to-day have more than
50,000 people.

Mz. PIESSE: Icannotagree with the
motion of the hon, member for the
DeGrey, for the reason that at the pre-
sent time we have millions of acres of
land along railway lines, which are already
available, and further because I do not
think it right for the Government tfo
purchase private estates and then place
them in competition with the public
estate. I hope the Government will not
do anything of the kind—at any rate at
the present time. 'We have lands all
along our railways in almost any-sized
blocks, which will take years before they
are taken up.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: I hardly think
the hon. member for the DeGrey was
serious when he placed this motion on
the paper. We have been spending
thousands of pounds in the construction
of railways to open up land, and I fail to
see why it is now necessary to open up
more, 1 think that a wholesome land
. tax should be the remedy in those cases
where large blocks of land are held un-
improved. I cannot see that because we
have plenty of money in the Treasury,
we should at once proceed to draw it out,
for I am sure there are plenty of means
of spending it to better advantage to the
country than the plan suggested by the
hon. member, I am aware that there
are thousands of acres of the land re-
ferred to held by absentees who do
nothing with it, but I think, as I said
before, that the remedy for this is a
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land tax on unimproved holdings. It
would add a few more pounds to the
already overfiowing Treasury, and would
compel these absentees and large hold-
ers either to sell or place it under culti-
vation. I am, therefore, sorry I cannot
support the motion of the hon, mem-
ber.

Me. THROSSELL: Ihave much plea-
sure in supporting this motion, for I
believe it is the only way of getting the
population on the soil. Everyone, after
all these years of mailways, must deplore
the fact that the greater part of the
country referred to by the hon. member is
covered with trees. I notice that we are
to have a Setfled Estates Bill, which, I
think, will do a great deal io open up
these estates. If we had bought up all
the lands in the Eastern Districts before
the railway was comstructed, we should
not be in the position we are in now with
regard to them, and we should not be
deploring the fact that so much unim-
proved land is held by large holders.
The hon. member for the Williams points
out that we have plenty of available land,
but this motion deals specially with land
in the Eastern Districts, and we must
remember that every district is not so
favorably situated in this respect as that
which the hon. member represents.
There would be no loss whatever to the
country by the plan suggested; there
would rather be a profit. I know one
hon. member of this House who recently
purchased a large block of land, and then
by cutting it up into small blocks, not
only will make a profit of fifty per cent.,
but will also confer a great boon upon
him from having his district settled, and
ten men enabled to get a living from it
where ounly one did before. We are
going in for the construction of railways
to a considerable extent, and we must
ensure a settlement of the soil. The hon.
gentleman who moved this resolution
only suggests the purchase of some
blocks; but I go further and say that
every block of agricultural land available
should be purchased which is within a
certain radius of a railway.

Me. CLARKSON: I am not aware of
many blocks of land which are being held
in a “ dog-in-the-manger ” way.

Mg, Ricmambsow: I distinctly said
there was nothing of this kind. I said
they were open for sale, but in such large
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blocks that the small man could not go
in for them.

Mr. CLARKSON: I know in the
Toodyay District there iz any amount of
land. Itis, unfortunately, locked up at
the present time by the Midland Railway
scheme, but in a short time it will be
thrown open, and then purchases may be
made direct from the Crown. Again, the
Great Southern Railway has millions of
acres open for sale in any-sized blocks,
and therefore I fail to see any occasion
for this outery. I koow of one of these
blocks being sold at £2 an acre; but I

" may ask, Could the Government afford to
give this sum and then re-sell it at the
prices provided by the present land regu-
lations ? I venture to say not. There is
any amount of land available for the
smallest farmer ; but it wants looking for.
I have heard it said that the owners of
large blocks cannot do anything with
their land themselves, nor can they let it;
but I kmow of many instances where the
owner is perfectly willing to let his land
ou reasonable terms, but the difficulty is
to obtain tenants.

Me. CANNING: I really must ex-
press my surprise at some of the state-
ments which have been made in this
Houose this evening. I was always under
the impression that there were millions
of acres of land in this colony available
for agriculture. It has been stated in
England that no place offered a better
field for settlement than this colony, and
even in the other colonies it has been
circulated that there are millions of acres
of first-class land lying idle close to rail-
ways, and now we hear the almost ap-
palling statement that nearly the whole
of it has been taken up privately.

M=e., Rrcearpsox: Close to railways.

Mr, CANNING: I was under the
impression that the Government was sur-
veying land in the alternate blocks along
the Great Southern line, with a view to
throwing it open to selection; but I pre-
sume I am entirely wrong, or else the
hon. member for DeGrey has made some
mistake. Then I also thought there was
a vast area of land fit for wheat-growing
near Champion Bay, which in time would
be thrown open. Am I wrong in so
thinking? We know that the Govern-
ment offer land in the Central and
Southern Districts on very favorable terms,
and the guestion arises, If the Govern-
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ment purchase land from private owners,
on what terms should they re-sell it ?
The hon. member for the Gascoyne re-
ferred to a land tax as being a means
towards ensuring the opening up of large
estates, but I think anything of the kind
would be prematurs and undesirable at
the present time. It has been said that
the holders of land have not in the past
turned it into account; but I submit,
gir, that the conditions of railway com-
munications did not enable them to do
it. What inducement was there for the
holders to cultivate, when they could not
compete with their produce, with import-
ed commodities, because of the cost of
carriage. I therefore think it premature
to impose any tax until there are better
conditions to enable holders to turn their
land to profitable account.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The observation of the hon. member for
East Perth was quite in point when he
said that it had been given out to people
outside the colony that large guantities
of good agricultural land were open for
selection, and we should be doing a vast
amount of injury did we now set forth
that the contrary is the fact. I think
the reason, in the past, why =zome of our
best agricultural lands have not been
turned to account is that there has been
no easy means of transit for anything
that might be produced. This argmnent,
however, will not hold good any longer,
for we have a ling of railway through the
Victoria Plains, and, shortly, there will
be railways open to Champion Bay, to
the North; to Bunbury and Busselton,
and up the Preston River to the South;
so that the whole of the agricultural
lands in these districts will shortly be
available for settlers, who will have the
conveniences of railway communication. -
No doubt persons who have gone through
the Eastern Districts in the past might
not have thought that the land was suffi-
ciently utilised, but there is a great
difference now. I believe the owners of
land are now using every means in their
power to turn it to the best account.
They have recently been going in for
ringbarking to a large extent, and the
amount of this clags of work that has
been dope during the past two years is
surprising. The fact 18 we have wmore
land than we have people to settle it,
and in these colonies 1t is very difficult to
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gel people to go on to the land as tenants.
With the easy means that exist for ob-
taining the freehold of land, it is hardly
to be expected that we shall get people
to become tenants and improve the pro-
perty of others, even if the land were
given rent free. This cry about cutting
up the large estates is a fascinating one;
but I believe the whole matter resolves
itself into a question of supply and
demand. T c¢an see no reason why
private persons should not cut up the
land as well as the Government. There
is, too, another important point which we
must, consider—the question of ways and
means. At the present time the Govern-
ment hus no money to invest in land,
and I certainly do not know that it would
be a wise policy to raise money for the
urpose, It iz said that there will be a
arge balance in the Treasury; but when
we come to frame our Estimates, T am
sure we shall be able to use all the
money we have, and even then we shall
fall short of the requirements of the
colony. At one time I advocated the
purchase of lands suitable for agriculture,
and I thought it would be a good plan to
clear it ready for the plough; but the
Government have not, as yet, committed
themselves to this policy, and I am not
prepared to say that they will. I still
think, however, it would pay to buy land
and clear it so as to bring about settle-
ment as quickly as possible. The dis-
cussion on thig subject may probably do
some good, but no practical purpose will
be attained by pressing the matter now,
because the money for it would have to
be found, and that the Government can-
not do at the present time.
Mr. PARKER: At the visk of being
told that I know nothing about the
- matter, I will say a few words on this
motion. A For some time past I have ad-
vocated a policy of settlement of the soil;
but I do not kmow but that this motion
iz somewhat premature. I think with
the hon. member for the Williams that
as the (Government has such a large quan-
tity of land available for settlement, and
while the Land Company has also large
areas, which may be bought in large
or small blocks, situate in a temperate
climate, with a fair rainfall and capable
of producing cereals and potatoes, we are
perhaps rather premature in asking the
(Government to buy land for the purposes
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named in the motion, I think our first
course is to induee settlement—to bring
about colonisation. If we cannot do it
otherwise, let us introduce people from
other parts and give them the lands if
necessary. I should be prepared to go as
far as to enter into negotiations with that
well-known and much-abused individual,
General Booth, and see if we cannot
get one of his over-sea colonies among us,
When we find colonists being attracted
and the land being bought up by settlers
desirous of settling on i, then will be the
time for us to say to those who are hold-
ing the lands in an unimproved state,
“You must either pay a tax upon it or
you must sell it at a fair price.”” There
has been a very rapid development in the
EBastern Districts during the past few
years. Mouch of the land has been fenced,
a great deal of ringbarking has been
done and a considerable amount, of clear-
ing has taken place, owing to the impetus
given to the production of cereals by the
construction of the Eastern Railway.
Anyone now travelling between Molkine
and Beverley cannot help being struck
with the vast quantities of land now
covered with bush, and when he knows
that a great deal of it is held by absentees,
who are simply holding on, waiting for
the unearned imcrement, which ought to
belong to the people, he will come to the
conclusion that it is a great pity that the
land canuot be thrown open for settle-
ment. Looking at York, we know that
every acre of suburban land is producing
grain and no more land is to be obtained.
The Eastern Districts eontain some of the
best soil for agricultural purposes in the
colony, especially that along the valley of
the Avon, and if it could only be thrown
open there is no doubt that in a short
time it would be bought up and become
capable of supporting a large population
not only of producers, but of econsumers.
In the York District there are only about
30,000 acres out of 1,000,000 under culti-
vation, and in the Toodyay District only
about 30,000 acres out of about 2,000,000
acres. What I wish to see is every acre
uuder cultivation, producing large quan-
tities of grain, mot only for home con-
sumption, but for export, and I want to
see these people supplying traffic for the
railways, so that the Commissioner may
come forward and tell us that they are

paying.
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Mgz. Ricmarpson: Then pass this re-
solution.

Mgr. PARKER: The hon. member
says pass this resolution; but I do not
see the colonists—the settlers—here. If
the people were here, and they could not
get land —

Mg. Ricaarpson : That is the fact.

Mr. PAREER : I have not come
across them.

Mg, RicaarpsoN: I have; several

Mgr. PARKER: I do pot think there
can be many who can truthfully say that
it is impossible for them to get suitable
land. If it were so, it might then he
right for the Government to buy some
land; but I hope the time will soon
arrive when the large-landed proprietors
will see that it is to their interest to cul-
tivate the land themselves. As I have
said, I do not see that the Government
can go in for any such scheme of pur-
chase as has been suggested at the
present time, because it 13 obvious that
the funds could not be provided out of
the ordinary revenue, and if we thought
of Lorrowing we must remember that
two persons have to be considered—the
borrower and the lender. We have
£1,100,000 of our loan to raise even yet,
and it would certainly be prudent for us
to wait until that is floated before going
into the market for more. The hon.
member says that tenants cannot be had.
This is quite true, and I would ask him
whether we can expect anything else.
‘When people settle upon thesoil, they wigh
to settle upon their owun land. They do
not wish to make improvements for the
land holders, who nught turn them out
in a year or two. They desire to own
the land, and it is a very natural and
proper desire too, and hence it is that
the large-landed proprietor is able to say
he is willing to let, but can get no one to
take his land, TUnder all the circum-
stances I am sorry to say I cannot sup-
port the motion before the House,

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the Govern-
ment, had taken the action I now suggest
twenty years ago, it would have been far
better for the colony to-day, and I say
that it will be far better now than in
twenty years hence. By the motion I
have submitted to the House, I merely
wigh to affirm the principle that it would
be wise to treat with the holders of these
large blocks if we had the ways and means
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todoit. The hon. members for York and
the Gascoyne think a better way of at-
taining the object I have in view would be
by the imposition of & land tax. We have
formulated Land Regulations on the most
liberal basis in order to induce people to
come here, and we regret they do mot
come, and yet it is suggested that we
should have a land tax. Such a tax
would make people shy, besides which yon
could not make it bear on oue class and
not on another. I have known many

eople who have travelled all over this

istrict. They did not know where to
find any Government land, and all they
saw they were told belonged to private
individuals. Now if the land I refer to
were opened up we should soon see a
hundred men where one is now, and then
the dream of the hon. member for York
would be somewhere near approaching
realisation.

Question—put and negatived.

ASSAULT UPON PURDELL KHAN.

Me. COOKWORTHY moved, *That
“in the opinion of this House an inquiry
“ghould be held into the conduct of the
“Police at Karridale, regarding their pro-
“ceedings in not taking proper action in
‘““the case of the hawker Purdell Khan,
“who, it was alleged, was robbed and
“waylaid on the public highway, in or
“about February last.”” He said: I have
brought this motion before the House,
8ir, on account of having read the remarks
of the judge of the Supreme Court who
tried the case of Purdell Ehan ». Herbert
Davies. I have done so in the interests
of the Government, whose fair famme I
have great regard for, and in the interest
of the country. The facts of the case are
shortly these: An Afghan was following
bis lawful occupation as a hawker, to
carry on which he held a license from the
Government, and was encamped one
night on the public highway. He was
there because he dare not go off the
highway. During the night of the 7th
or 8th of February last, at about two
o’clock in the morning, his cart was cap-
gized, his property was damaged, his boxes
taken away, and his jewellery, watches,
and some bank notes stolen. These
boxes were afterwards found by the
ﬁg]ice, empty. I believe this has not

en disputed by Mr. Davies, who was
the defendant in the case. The unfor-
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tunate man went to Busselton and lodged -

an information with the magistrate, which
was banded over to the police; but nothing
more was heard of it. I may say, sir,
that the names of the perpetrators were
well known in the district. HEveryone
seemed to koow who they were, except
the police, and I may say that there was
a policeman stationed not far from where
this outrage took place, and it is said
that the police, instead of prosecuting,
threw cold water on it, It is the general
opinion in the district that the affair has
been burked, and it has been said that if
the cart had belonged to Mr. Davies the
police would have been more active, and
that the people who had taken partin the
outrage” would have been apprehended.
I think it is a disgrace to the police in
the district that they have been unable
to bring the perpetrators of this outrage
to justice. The judge who tried the case
at the Supreme Court said that had the
perpetration of the outrage committed
upon Purdell Khan been brought home
to his satisfaction, he would have awarded
the full amount of damages claimed—
namely, £200. He also said that he was
only sorry that the plaintiff had not been
able to get what he was entitled to at
the hands of someone. His Honor said
to the plaintiff: *“ You have been badly
treated indeed, and if it had been proved to
me who the parties were I should punish
them very heavily in damages.” It is
very evident, from the remarks of the
Judge, that he was satisfied that a grave
and gross outrage had been committed
and that a miscarriage of justice had
taken place. I think, sir, that under
these circumstances the Government
should institute such an inquiry as is
necessary, and endeavor to discover the
reason for the laxity on the part of the
police in not discovering the perpetrators.
I have remarked before that this man
was camped on the highway because he
dared not leave it, but although he is not
a native of this colony I maintain he is
entitled to the protection of the law, and
I hope it will go abroad that our law will
not only punish ill-doers, but will also
protect the weak. I do hope it will
not be allowed to go abroad that the

police will not carry out the law in

this district. Mr. Davies is the pro-
prietor of large saw mills ; he is an
energetic man, and he has done a great
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deal ; but he is a. man who wants to keep
everything for himself, and he does all he
can to prevent others from poaching on
his preserves. There was no complaint
against this hawker. He was only doing

' that which he was licensed to do by the

Government—irying to sell his goods.
That was his offence, if it was one, and
the result was that he was assaulted in
the very bad manner, as was remarked by
the Judge. I may also say that it is not
only hawkers, but other men who have
gone there to trade, ean only do so on
payment of a commission for being al-
lowed to trade with the employees there.
Surely, sir, it is not to be allowed to go
abroad that a lot of men in this colony
are not to be allowed the advantages of a
free people, and because they are working
there, no one is to be allowed to sell them
goods, unlesz with 10 or 20 per cent.
added to the value of them, so that
the employer of the purchasers may make
a profit. I hope, in order to stop this,
that the Government will see their way
to open reserves at these mills so that for
the future any trader may be able to
occupy a piece of land to sell his goods
on without being interfered with. It was
said that the reason why the man did not
take his case to the local court was that
he could not get justice at the Vasse.
That was the report, but I can only say
that the man had no justification for
saying so. I think if he had brought his
case, and had been able to prove it, he
would have got every justice there; but
it was said that he would not prosecute.
It is now nearly 12 months since the
oceurrence took place; The man came
to Perth and went to great expense to
bring his case inte the Supreme Court,
with what result everyone kmows, I
think, therefore, sir, that this is a subject
for inquiry on the part of the Govern-
ment.

Me. TRAYLEN: I rise to second the
motion of the hon. member for the Vasse,
and I do so for the reasons he hog stated.
As, however, the hon. member has gone
into the matter so fully there is no neces-
gity for me to recapitulate, and I ghall,
therefore, content mygelf with seconding
the motion.

M=z. A. FORREST: Before this ques-
tion is much discussed, I should like to
ask the hon. member for the Vasse what
he means by saying that the man under-
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stood he could nmot get justice at the
Vasse.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
He said the statement was made, but
that he did vet believe it.

Me. COOKWORTHY : I said it was
very currently reported that the man
had stated that he went to Perth be-
cause he understood he could not get
justice at the Vasse. I say if he did
state that he was not justified in doing

80. :

Mr. A. FORREST: I am sorry that
the impression should go abroad that a
man cannot get justice at the Vasse. In
justice to Mr. Davies, with whom I am
well acquainted, I think the least that the
Government can do is to give this matter
the fullest inquiry. Very serious charges
have been made, and I hope the Govern-
ment will not refuse the application of

the hon. member; because if it is a:

fact that anyone going to Karridale
would be ordered off, and his cart over-
turned and his goods stolen on the
highway, such things should be at once
stopped. I must say, however, that I do
not think such charges as these ought to
be made without ample proof. Any man
making them should be fully armed with
facts, and not bearsay. From the speech
of the hon. member the insinuation is
likely to go forth that Mr. Davies did
this thing, and that because it was this
gentleman the police would not interfere.
If that be so the sooner these policemen
are removed the better. I do not under-
stand why any favor should be shown to
Mr. Davies, and I hope strong steps will
be taken to sift the whole matter to the
bottom, for it will be a standing disgrace
if it is allowed to be said that a man
cannot go to this part of the country and
sell his wares without the interference of
companies or anyone else.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: The object of the
hon. member might have been accom-
plished without adopling the course he
bhad chosen to pursue by this motion. If
the hon. member had gone to the Gov-
ernment direct, there is no doubt full
inquiries would have been made. I can-
not help thinking that this reflects on
the proprietor of these mills—Mr.
Davies; and I do not think that a mo-
tion of this sort should have been brought
forward without the hon. member being
fully armed with the facts that a
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certain thing did happen. As far as 1
can gather, the hon. member is acting
ouly oo what he has heard. The case
has been already before the Court, and
the judge has said it was a case of mis-
taken identity. His Honor was of opinion
that the assault did happen, but there
was nothing to prove who committed it.
With regard to the charges against the
police, I am sure if the Government had
beeu asked to make inquiries, they would
have done so. We must remember that
the police are not bere to defend them-
selves, dnd I think it is rather unfair to
them to bring accusations against them
in the way the bon. member has done.
It would have been far better if he had
gone quietly to the Government without
coming into this House and making re-
marks which at, least insinuate that Mr.
Davies was a party to what occurred, and
making charges against the police without
first giving them an opportunity of being
heard.

Tar ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : The Government are inclined
to agree with the remarks of the hon.
member who as just sat down. If the
Government had been asked to make
inquiries, and had refused, it would have
been quite time to have brought this
motion forward. What the inguiry has
to be held into is rather vaguely stated.
The affair took place a long time ago, and
we have now put before us an ez-parie
statement which we have not had an
opportunity of hearing before, Surely
before a matter was brought before the
House the head of the Department should
have been given an opportunity to inguire
into it. I can only suppose that the same
information was supplied to the police as
was given fo the plaintiff's solicitor. Such
is reasonable to suppose ; and if it be so,
there was evidently not much in it, for
it turned out that defendant was acquit-
ted of having anything to do with the
matter. Would it have been right to have
arrested Mr. Herbert Davies under the
circumstances ? Why, the Afghan himself
did not know who assaulted him, and
how then could the police know ? If the
hon. member will make a statement in
writing, every inquiry will be made; and
having stated this, on the part of the
Government, perhaps the hon. member
will be good enmough to withdraw his
motion.
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Me. COOKWORTHY: I have been
accused of making charges against certain
persons, I have done mnothing of the
kind, for the simple reason that I do not
know. T made the statements I did from
information I had at the time, and I
know one man in the district said he got
14 years' transportation for less than
what had occurred in this instance.
QOthers said the police were this and that,
and that Mr, Davies could do anything;
but I think, in justice to that gentleman,
and bis employees, an inguiry should be
held ; and if they are innocent they will
only be too glad to have it. If I have
done wrong in bringing the matter before
the House in this way, I shall be quite
willing to accept the advice of the Gov-
ernmept and withdraw the motion, I do
not say that the police have acted with
culpable negligence; but I do say that a
grave assault has taken place; that it
was commonly known in the district who
did it; and that up to the present it has
never been found out who did it. I
withdraw the meotion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

GAME BILL.
Read a first thme.

BOYANUP-MINNINUP ERIDGE RAIL-
WAY BILL.

Read a first time.

BOYANUP-BUSSELTON RAILWAY BILL.
Read o first time.

NORTHAM-SOUTHERN CROSS RAILWAY
BILL.

This Bill was read a first time.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the second reading be made
an Order of the Day for Thursday, 17th
December.

Me. PARKER: I understand that the
starting point of this railway has been
fixed at Northam, in consequence of the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief. I do
not think that report has yet been laid
on the table, and therefore I would ask
the Government not to press the second
reading of this Bill until the House has
had an opportunity of seeing the report
and counsidering it. I ask the Govern-
ment either to postpone the second read-
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Bills of Sale Bill.

ing or to consent to the Bill being refer-
red to a select committee.

Tre PreMiER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
‘We shall have the report by Wednesday.
It is only & short one.

Mr. PAREER: I do not know that
this will be sufficient, for it may be neces-
sary for us to look into the information
on which this report is founded. I think
Thursday is rather early.

Tee PrEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
‘We want to get the Bill passed so as to
get on with the surveys.

Mr. PARKER: The Government
certainly cannot expect that this Bill will
be passed before the holidays. I do not
know that I am prepared to pass it at
ance.

Tae PREMTER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
T do not know that the hon. member is
everyone. The Government will lay all
the information they have on the table
on Wednesday, and then we will take
the second reading of the Bill on Thurs-
day.

jrQuest;ion put and declared negatived.

Tre PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
called for a division, with the following
result ;—

Ayes ... - .. 15
Noes ... U 5 |
Majority for Ayes 4
AYES. Noees.
Mr. Boker Mr. Conning
Mr. Burt My, Darldt
Mz, Clarkson BMr. DeHamel
Mz, Cookworthy Mr, Hassell
Mr. A, Forrest Mr. Piease
Mr. Loton Mr. Quinlan
Mr. Marmion Mr. dell
Mr, Paterson BIr, Sholl
Mr. Penrse Mr, Simpson
‘Mr. Phillips ‘Mr. Troaylen
Mr. Richardson Mr. Parker (Tellar).
Mr. Symon .
Bir. Throssell
BMr. Veun
Sir John Forrest (Teller),

Question-—put and pa.sséd.
SHARKS BAY PEARL-SHELL FISHERY
BILL.
Read a first time.

SETTLED ESTATES BILL.
Read a first time,

BILLS OF SALE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Read a first time,



Public Officials Titles Bill.

PUBLIC OFFICIALS TITLES BILL.
Read a first time.

GENERAL LOAN AND INSCRIBED
STOCK ACT AMENDMENT BEILL

Read a first time.

BANKRUPTCY BILL.
Read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10-5 p.m.

Legislative Tonnetl,
Tuesday, 15th December, 1891,

New Member—Report on Irrigation Settlements—Third
Judge: Provision for—Leave of absence to Mem.
bers—Chairman of Committees: Election of—Police

Bill: referred to Select Committee—Adjournment,

Tae PRESIDENT (Sir T. Cockburn-
Campbell, Bart.) took the chair at 3
o'clock.

PRAYERS.

NEW MEMBER.

Tue Hox. EDWARD TIMOTHY
HOOLEY, having been introduced, took
his seat, in the place of the Hom. E. R.
Brockman, resigned.

REPORT ON IRRIGATION SETTLE-
MENTS.

Tee Hon. J. G H. AMHERST: I
beg to ask the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
‘Whether the Government intend to take
action on the Report of Messrs. Richard-
gon and Paterson of a visit to the Irri-
gation Settlements of Mildura and else-
where, more especially as to the estab-
lishment of a Central Agricultural
Bureau in Perth.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
{Hon. G. Shenton) replied: The Gov-
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ernment propose to consult the Agri-
cultural Sccieties throughout the Colony
on thig subject.

THIRD JUDGE: PROVISION FOR.

Tae How. J. A. WRIGHT: I have
to ask the Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
‘Whether it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment, this session, to provide for a
fully constituted Court of Appeal, by
the appointment of a third Judge of the
Supreme Court.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
@G. Shenton) replied: The Government
is considering the matter,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO MEMBERS.

Tre Hon. J. G. H. AMHERST moved,
That leave of absence for one month,
on account of urgent private business,
be granted to the Honorable R. E.
Bush.

Question—put and passed.

Tre Hown. J. W, HACKETT moved,
That leave of absence for one month,
on account of urgent private business, be
granted to the Honorables T. Burges and
M. Grant.

Trae COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
&. Shenton): Is it necessary to grant so
long a leave to these hon. members. In
the case of the Hon. J. H. Monger, we
know he is out of the colony, and isill,
and we are aware that the Hon. Mr. Bush
cannot get down from the Upper Gas-
coyne; but I fail to see that there are
equally urgent reasons in the cases of
the hon. members now referred to. I
should think it would be quite sufficient
to grant the leave until after the vacation,

Tue Hon. J. W. HACKETT : Can the
hon. gentleman name a day ?

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton) : I propose this day week to
ask for an adjournment for afortnight—
until the 5th January.

Tee How. J. W. HACKETT : I am in
the hands of the House, and I will alter
the motion so that the leave may be
granted until 5th January.

Tee Horx. E. T. HOOLEY : I would
like to mention that I have received a
letter from the Hon., Mr. Grant, which
has been written by that gentleman’s
secretary, stating that he was very ill.

Tee PRESIDENT (Sir T. Cockburn-
Campbell, Bart.) : It was on this account



